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RAAB: ITALY VIOLATES PARIS AGREEMENT 
ON SOUTHERN TYROL 

At a meeting in Innsbruck, Tyrol, Austrian Chancellor 
Julius Raab discussed, among other things, the problem of 
the South Tyrol. He said: 

‘*The Federal Government has tried to secure the main- 
tenance of the Tyrolean people in a special agreement with 
Italy based on the Gruber-Degasperi agreement (Paris agree- 
ment); it has made every effort to make the agreement opera- 
tive and effective. We are extremely sorry about the most 
recent development in the southern Tyrol which was brought 
about by the new law pertaining to residential construction. 
This measure perpetuates an unjust distribution of living 
space in the South Tyrolean cities, forces South Tyrolean 
youths from the cities and helps Italian migration tothe cities. 

‘This is a violation of the Paris Agreement. As a partner 
inthis agreement, Austria will undertake all steps necessary 
to help the South Tyrolean population to those rights which 
are provided in the Agreement. The developments of the 
most recent times show very clearly how important it is to 
continue negotiations more rapidly and more intensively. 
Austria’s loyalty vis-a-vis Italy demands an identical response 
from the other side. Italy will merit the reputation it enjoys 
in the world and serve the idea of European unity only if it 
grants to the South Tyroleans the rights and privileges which 
correspond to the spirit of democratic minority treatment as 
practiced in the Western world.’’ 


a 


~~ 


CONSTERNATION IN AUSTRIA 
OVER UNFRIENDLY ACT BY ITALY 

On February 11, 1959, the Italian ambassador in Vienna 
handed the Austrian Minister for Foreign Affairs an aide- 
memoire which said that ‘‘it would be considered extremely 
desirable that the festivities which will take place in Austria 
and the South Tyrol on the occasion of the 150th anniversary 
of the death of Andreas Hofer, retain their local character 


) 0 both sides of the Brenner to the extent that participation 


by elements who do not belong to the immediate population 
be restricted so far as possible. Particularly, one should 
advise against participation by Austrian official quarters 
in the festivities which are to take place in the South Tyrol.’’ 
The Italian government, the aide-memoire said, ‘‘reserved 
to itself the right to refuse entry to Italy to all those who for 


mel 








(Continued on page 3) 


PRESIDENT SCHAERF TO VISIT MANY FOREIGN NATIONS 

Austrian President Schaerf will undertake a number of 
foreign trips this Spring, it wasrecently announced in Vienna. 
In March, the President will make an official three-day visit 
to Brussels. This is to be followed May 13 to 22 by a state 
visit to the Soviet Union upon invitation of the chairman of 
the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R., Marshal Voroshilov. 
President Schaerf’s visit, originally scheduled for the summer 
of 1958, had been postponed at that time. The Austrian Presi- 
dent will be accompanied on his Soviet Union visit by For- 
eign Minister Fig] and State Secretary Kreisky. On June 1, 
Schaerf will arrive in Stockholm at the invitation of King 
Gustav Adolf VI. of Sweden. Schaerf is expected to stay 
four days in the Scandinavian country. Finally, the President 
will go to Finland for a three-day stay upon invitation of 
Finnish President Kekkonen, 


PITTERMANN DELIVERS SPEECH 
ON UNIFICATION OF EUROPE 
AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 

Speaking at New York’s Columbia University on February 
20, Dr. Bruno Pittermann, Vice Chancellor of Austria, said 
that the weakness of a free Europe was to be found in the 
often conflicting interests of its members. 

If the long-proclaimed principle of German reunification, 
preceded by free elections, cannot be realized, any peace 
treaty will be considered a second Munich by the East Eu- 
ropean peoples. This effect can only be lessened and the 
people behind the Iron Curtain can only be stopped from 
coming to terms with Communism — spiritually and intellec- 
tually — if through effective reform these people are given 
this impression of the European idea: that Free Europe will 
re-energize the strength which radiates from political and 
personal freedom against the systems where such freedoms 
do not exist. 

Democratic Europe today is powerless. That this con- 
dition is not felt more is due to the fact that Soviet Commun- 
ism has likewise been weakened by ideological crises. That 
being the case its intellectual conquest, at first within the 
free European states, should be much easier than it was at 
the time the European idea was first concretely discussed. 
If the European states, if the world’s democracies permit 
the favorable moment to pass, they will face within a decade 
a regenerated and economically strong Communism whose 
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advance into Europe might possibly still be stopped with 
nuclear weapons. But only with these. Certainly not with 
intellectual apathy, not with economic nationalism, not with 
the extreme nationalism of a horde of small European states. 

This state of affairs will surely ensue if we do not 


allow the creative forces for the unification of Europe to 


become effective. This will be possible when Europe’s 
democratic parties no longer exhaust their strength in -indi- 
vidual states in useless and unwanted battles for leader- 
ship, but when they conserve their strength and unite in 
political and economic cooperation — for the support of 
democracy and for the defense against common enemies. 
Such a system, Dr. Pittermann concluded, as we in 
Austria have had it since 1945, creates a stable political 
concentration vis-a-vis Communism. In it, social balance 
is possible with increased production and thus with increased 
national income. Democratic elections determine whether 
conservative or socialist principles shall influence the 
common program of the government. 
(Editor’s note: Mr. Pittermann left the United States for 
Vienna Saturday night, February 21, 1959.) 


ATOMIC REACTOR TO BECOME OPERATIVE THIS YEAR 

Construction work on the atomic reactor in the Sei- 
bersdorf Reactor Center (Lower Austria) has made such pro- 
gress that tests are now scheduled to start December 1, 
1959. Total costs are estimated at about 120 million schil- 
lings (about 26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) of which 
three quarters will go into the Austrian economy in the 
form of orders. The research reactor now under construction 
has a Capacity of five Megawatts; by raising its capacity to 
25 Megawatts, it can also be used as a materials test re- 
actor. The tasks faced by the Reactor Center are defined in 
four points: 

1. Basic research within the jurisdiction of the Re- 
actor Center; 

2. Work and study possibilities for universities and 
colleges, partly with personnel lent by these institutions. 
This particular point was made a condition by the govern- 
ment for giving its permission for the construction of the 
Reactor center. It is part of the agreement between the fe- 
deral government and the operating company. 

3. Execution of research requests by industry in so 
far as they might aid the national economy; 

4. Training of expert personnel in reactor technology, 
isotope treatments, atomic power operation, etc. 

Execution of industrial research requests is to be done 
on the basis of cost principles. Industry here faces many 
new possibilities such as the development of processes for 
improving qualities of plastics, for increasing the octane 
content of gasoline, for canning foodstuffs, etc. The operat- 
ing company also expects to obtain research orders from 
foreign countries because such work probably can be done 
cheaper in Austria than in the great research centers in the 
United States or other Western nations. 

Austria also has the great advantage that steel made 
by the Austrian LD (Linz-Donawitz) process contains ex- 
traordinarily little cobalt. This should result in new export 
possibilities. 


——$_——__ 





closely the problems of producing energy from atomic powe 
Naturally, the use of isotopes and radiochemistry are amon 
the principal research efforts. 

It is still uncertain just when Austria may be able & 
construct the first atomic power project. In time, atom 
power stations will take the place — one by one — of they. 
mal power stations which are operated with convention, 
fuels. At the same time, water-power must, of course, & 
further expanded in a mountainous country like Austria, th 
atomic age notwithstanding. 


The Reactor Center management will also study “ 





Practical operation of atomic power stations is stij 
subject to many economic uncertainties. One kilowatt 
installed power costs $250. This is about half the cost e& 
pended in Austria in the construction of water power st, 
tions is very economical and costs only a fraction of th 
expenses estimated for the operation of an atomic all 
station. Here, the fuel cost is still a large question-mark, 


COLLEGE REACTOR FOR 1960 

A special planning commission which has the responsi 
bility for a new atomic reactor to be used exclusively iy 
college research, decided recently to purchase a 100 kilo 
watt machine rather than the 30 kilowatt reactor originallj 
under consideration. The members of the commission believe; 
that the greater thermal output would be of more advantage 
to scientific research. Installation is to begin some time 
this year and the reactor is scheduled for early 1960 operatio 


FOREIGN CREDIT CEILING LIFTED 

Austrian Finance Minister Reinhard Kamitz reportej 
recently that by the end of 1958, the Austrian governmer 
had floated foreign loans amounting to $52,029,263 and th 
it had guaranteed loans amounting to $168,988,076 granted ti 
Austrian enterprises. Kamitz said that since federal la 
sets a ceiling of $250 million for the flotation of credits 
foreign currencies, further foreign credits of only about $2 
million could still be negotiated. He added that the res 
large expansions which were made in Austria during the pas 
seven years, especially in power production, would ha 
been impossible without the credit operations. The final 
minister proposed that the ceiling be lifted from $250 to $35 
million. The cabinet approved the proposal. 


FREE FOREIGN CURRENCY TRADING 
ON VIENNA EXCHANGE 

Effective February 17, foreign exchange quotations 
no longer controlled by the Austrian National Bank in tl 
Vienna District. Quotations of foreign banknotes, like foreig 
currency, are now arrived at freely at the exchange. Pric# 
are quoted for U.S. dollars, Canadian dollars, English pout 
sterling, Swiss francs, Belgian and French francs, Dut 
guilders, West German marks, Italian lire, Portuguese escl! 
as well as Danish, Norwegian and Swedish crowns. Quotatio 
at the Exchange are not subject to any limitations and tht 
depend solely on market conditions. Maximum and minis 
quotations will not be given. The individual National Bal 
have the right, however, to intervene with regulatory measU® 
if they consider them necessary. The Vienna Exchange 0» 
ates Monday through Saturday. 
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FOREIGN EXCHANGE REGULATIONS FURTHER EASED 

The Austrian National Bank has taken advantage of 
recent Austrian and foreign financial measures to readjust 
foreign exchange regulations to the changed conditions. In 
order to clarify the dituation, 35 regulations have been in- 
validated and superseded by 11 new regulations. The new 
regulations further facilitate financial business. 

One of the easements of special importance to the Aus- 
trian economy is that in future all goods imports from countries 
with which payments are arrangedin freely convertible curren- 
cies, aS well as Greece and Turkey, may be transacted and 
paid for without special permits from the Austrian National 
Bank; however, for such merchandise which needs import 
permits on the basis of the Foreign Trade Act, import licenses 
are still necessary. Imports from countries with which pay- 
ments are arranged in freely convertible currencies, may be 
paid for in Austrian schillings or any other free currency. 
This means that such imports are no longer subject to any 
regulations of the Foreign Exchange Act. The importer need 
only prove that imports have actually been received. 

Exports to nations with which payments in freely convert- 
ible currencies have been arranged, may likewise be posted 
in either schillings or any other free currency, and payments 
for them may be accepted in either. Permission to keep foreign 
currency deposits in domestic credit bank accounts has been 
expanded to include U.S. and Canadian dollars. 

The liberalized regulations for current, invisible pay- 
ments (not for goods, but for services) which generally are 
limited to members of the European Payments Union, have 
been further expanded to all countries with which payments 
atrangements in free convertible currencies exist. 

Concerning tourist traffic, the validity of the tourist 
quota has been expanded to include all countries with which 
above arrangements exist. Plane, ship and train tickets to 
these nations may now be purchased for schillings without 
special permits. 


GERMAN MARK LOAN FLOTATION 
FOR DANUBE POWER STATION SUCCESSFUL 

The flotation in West Germany of a 6% interest-bearing 
100 million West mark loan for the Austrian Danube Power 
Works Corp. (Vienna) was most successful, it was announced. 
The loan was oversubscribed within a few hours of issuance 
of bonds on the first day of sale. The Berlin Commerce So- 
ciety which handled the loan reported that subscriptions were 
closed at noon, February 16. At issuance, the loan bonds 
were quoted at 98%. The credit will help finance the new 
Danube power plant at Aschach. 


VIENNA SPRING FAIR JUST AROUND THE CORNER 

Exhibitors at the 1959 Vienna Spring Fair will again 
tumber about 3,700, tentative registration figures show. 
Among them are 760 representing 1,762 foreign firms from 17 
different nations. From the Austrian provinces about 500 
fims are expected to exhibit at the Fair, and about 2,450 ex- 
hibitors are from Vienna. Exhibitors of bicycle, motorcycle 
and automotive supplies alone will use about 6,000 square 
yatds in the newly constructed Great Exhibition Hall. 


2,115,220 EMPLOYED 

The number of gainfully employed fell in January, 1959, 
by 54,418, or 2.51%, to 2,115,220. The employment loss was 
due mostly to a seasonal decline, especially in the construc- 
tion business, agriculture and the lumber industry. A small 
increase took place in the hotel and catering industry. 


SAVINGS DEPOSITS UP IN JANUARY 

Deposits in Austrian savings banks continued to in- 
crease during January. The deposit gain amounted to 385 
million schillings, or about 25 million more than in January, 
1958. (About 26 schillings equal one dollar. Fd.) However, 
no further growth is expected in the coming months. 


UNFRIENDLY ACT BY ITALY (Continued from page 1.) 


some reason might be unable to offer guarantees that they 
would observe Italian laws and ordinances.’’ 

The Italian ambassador requested that the Austrian 
government be informed about his demarche. The Austrian 
foreign minister immediately voiced deep misgivings about 


the measures indicated in the aide-memoire, but agreed to 
report the matter to the next cabinet meeting on February 17. 


On February 16, 1959, the Italian ambassador defined 
the aide-memoire in a further demarche to the Austrian Chan- 
cellery Department for Foreign Affairs to the end that the 
Governor of the Tyrol, Dr. Tschiggfrey, as well as Landrat 
Deputy Dr. Oberhammer, would be refused entry to the South 
Tyrol. 

On the morning of the same day — that means without 
awaiting the requested consideration by the Austrian cabinet 
— Italian border authorities had stopped Dr. Oberhammer 
who was en route to Meran to fetch his wife and kept him 


from passing without giving any reasons and after a long 
wait. 


The Foreign Minister reported about the two demarches 
to the Austrian government atthe cabinet meeting of February 
17, 1959. He also mentioned the Italian refusal to let Dr. 
Oberhammer pass. 

The Austrian ambassador in Rome was given instruc- 
tions to express the misgivings of the Austrian government 
over this step of the Italian government which must be con 
sidered an extremely unfriendly act by Italy. The Austrian 
ambassador was further instructed to point out that such 
measures were not designed to improve relations between 
Italy and Austria. The step was less understandable for 
Austria because it came at a time at which the Austrian 
government had been technically unable to take an official 
position on the Italian demarche. Thus the Austrian govern- 
ment believed that these were measures taken by lower- 
echelon officials and expressed the expectation that these 
internal measures would be repealed early enough to permit 
Austrian guests to participate in the purely historic comme- 
moration of the death of Andreas Hofer. 

On the afternoon of February 19, the Italian foreign 
minister informed the Austrian ambassador that the request 
for repeal of entry prohibition could not be honored. 
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RISING EXPORT OF PREFABRICATED HOUSES 

Development in the timber-based industries showed 
little change in 1958. Crates were an exception: here 
exports decreased sharply. This probably is due to the fact 
than in 1958 world market lumber prices fell much more than 
those in the Austrian market. Exports of wooden crates during 
the first three quarters of 1958 amounted to 2,090 tons and 
4.8 million schillings as against 4,313 tons and 12.3 million 
schillings during the corresponding period of 1957. (About 26 
schillings equal one dollar. Fd.) Quite a different trend ap- 
peared in exports of prefabricated houses. Here, a sharp 
increase was noted: in the first nine months of 1958, pre- 
fabricated houses worth 18.2 million schillings were exported 
as against 6.2 million worth during the corresponding time 
in 1957. 

In wooden shavings, used for packing, the competition 
of other packing materials was noticeabie and reduced pro- 
duction. At the same time, lower prices made for lower 
interest on the side of manufacturers. 

Plywood exports were approximately 30 to 40% higher 
than in 1957 and frames showed an export rise of about 10 to 
12%. Piano exports likewise gained. 


ORE MINING OUTPUT SATISFACTORY 

Austrian ore mining results in Austria last year were 
generally satisfactory. In many cases, production increases 
were achieved while in others some losses occurred — usually 
because inclement weather hindered output. Thus, iron pro- 
duction decreased by 2.5% to a total of 3,4 million tons. How- 
ever, lead and zinc ores increased by roughly 5,000 tons to a 
new total of 188,000 tons. Copper ore with 166,000 tons re- 
gistered somewhat higher than last year. Bauxite was up 12% 
to 25,000 tons, and raw magnesite production gained more 
than 4% and reached 1,2 million tons. The tungsten production 
fell a little. Increased exports of graphite brought about a 
production gain of about 12% to 21,000 tons. 


MACHINE PRODUCTION UP 

In spite of unsatisfactory export conditions, production 
in the machine industry went up because of increased domes- 
tic business. On the basis of tentative figures, the 1958 
pro.juction should be between five and seven percent higher 
than in 1957. The demand for machine products was especially 
high toward the end of the year. Since the Austrian machine 
industry still has not reached full capacity, it was able to 
satisfy the demand without difficulties. 

Yet while sales have been good, the industry feels a 
noticeable lack of capital especially in view of ever rising 
costs. The increased overhead can be met only partially by 
efficienty measures. 


AUSTRIAN STEEL BRIDGES FOR INDIA 

A few days ago, the two plants of the Waagner-Biro 
Corporation in Vienne Statlau and Graz shipped 157 carloads 
of railroad bridge construction parts to Trieste. Ordered by 
the Indian State Railway System, the material will be loaded 
into two Indian ships, the Ninobixio and the Jalavijaya, for 
shipment to India. The material comprises 292 complete 
steel bridges of a total weight of 4,200 tons. 


METAL GOODS NOW STEADY 

The falling trend in iron and metal goods productig 
apparently was halted in 1958. The only exceptions wer 
certain branches in consumer goods production. On the othe 
hand, the situation in investment goods continued favorable 
However, exports have become more difficult. This is dy 
partially tothe absence of certain markets because of politic. 
disturbances, and partially to the stiff competition of othe 
producers. Imports rise constantly. This is particularly notice 
able in consumer goods. 








PIG IRON PRODUCTION DECLINES 

Austrian pig iron production which reached 1,820,00 
tons in 1958 was 7.3% lower than in 1957. Raw steel with, 
1958 production of 2,380,000 tons was down 5.3%. Rollin 
mill products — only commercial products not made of refined 
steel — were up 4% and reached 1,430,000 tons during 1959 
Export rose by 12% to 680,000 tons. Domestic deliveries 
amounting to 750,000 tons remained almost unchanged. Tip 
exports increased from 490,000 tons in 1957 to 580,000 tons 
in 1958. Particularly drastic was the increase in refined tin: 
from 330,000 tons to 390,000 tons. 


WOOD FIBER SHEETING PRODUCTION UNCHANGED 

While the 1958 report of the Austrian Wood Fibre Sheeting 
Corp. shows that the total production of wood fiber sheeting 
has remained practically unchanged, certain shifts concerning 
wood fiber products have taken place. The 1958 production 
amounted to 49,460 tons as against 49,240 tons in 1957. The 
shifts presage a certain development which is of speciad 
importance to the lumber industry. 

As in other European nations, Austria recorded a furthe 
increase in the production of hard sheeting. It rose in Austria 
from 34,1000tonsin 1957 to 36,500 tons in 1958, or 7%. This 
helped in improving the use of available capacity which in 
1958 rose to 83%. 

Exploitation of capacity became possible because Aus 
trian hard sheeting manufacturers were able to improve sales 
by about 4,000 tons (or 16% compared with 1957), They in 
vested considerable amounts for technical advice and adver 
tising which helped to increase the interest of consumer 
groups. A considerable share in the domestic sales increase 
went to the various types of hard sheeting with improved 
surfaces. 

But while the domestic hard sheeting production im 
proved, exports showed a considerable loss as against 1957. 
It amounted to 2,500 tons or 35%. It is due to a number of 
factors, especially the stiff competition of the Scandinavia 
countries, the import limitations in France and the rise of 
import duties in Italy. 

Yet, because of the favorable domestic development, 
the Austrian per capita consumption of hard sheeting rose 
for the first time to five kilograms (as against 4.47 in 1957) 
(One kilogram equals 2.2046 pounds. Ed.) For the sake of 
comparison, per capita consumption for other countries is 
given: Netherlands 7.61 kilograms; Great Britain 4.81; 
Switzerland 4.65; Belgium 3.80; West Germany 3.30; France 
2.69; Italy .80 kilograms. 
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TEXTILE EXPORTS DECLINE 

Austria’s textile exports declined in 1958 as compared 
with 1957. They amounted to 25,800 tons in voluine and 
2,217,500,000 schillings in value as against 28,300 tons 
and 2,221,500,000 schillings. The decline was caused by 
unfavorable export results for yarns. In 1958, yarn exports 
amounted to 12,600 tons worth 587,3 million schillings while 
in 1957 they amounted to 15,700 tons and 699 million schil- 
lings. (About 26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) Finished 
goods gained slightly: from 12,500 tons worth 1,522,400,000 
schillings in 1957 to 13,300 tons worth 1,630,200,000 schil- 
lings in 1958. Exporters are worried because the greatest 
decline took.place in the last quarter of 1958 and because 
the market has not recovered since. During the first three 
quarters of the year, total exports had risen by 4%. This 
figure embraces yarn export losses of 15% on one hand, 

and finished goods export gains of 12% on the other. During 
the fourth quarter the picture changed considerably. Total 
exports declined by 11%. Yarn exports decreased by 20% as 
compared with the last quarter of 1957. Even finished goods 
exports showed a 7% decline. 


AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 
may be quoted freely. 
Source need not be given. 


AUSTRIAN RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION GAINING 

Residential construction in Austria increased con- 
siderably between 1956 and 1957. While in all of Austria 
29,244 apartment units were constructed during 1956, their 
number reached 34,552 in 1957. Apartments in the planning 
stage amounted to 43,177 in 1956, and 56,274 in 1957. 

In Vienna, however, the number of completed apart- 
ments — 11,530 — was not much higher than the 1956 figure 
- 11,266. Styria and the Tyrol showed a notable increase 
wer 1956 construction. Judging by the building permits al- 
tady granted for new residential construction during the 


next few years, a further important increase is to be expect- 
ed. 








In percentages, Vienna leads in new residential con- 
struction. While only 23.3% of the total Austrian population 
lives in Vienna, the Austrian capital accounted for 33.4% 
of all new apartment building construction. Lower Austria, 
on the other hand, with 20.2% of the Austrian population, 
tached only 10.8% of new residential construction. How- 
ever, while in Lower Austria the building percentage is on 
the rise, it is falling in Vienna. In the Burgenland, where the 
bopulation amounts to 4% of the whole, only 1.6% of new 
tsidential construction was recorded. 

Average floor space in the new apartments rose only 
‘lightly: from 65 to 66 square meters. (One square meter 
uals 1.1 square yards. Ed.) Strangely enough, the western 
lender showed a larger average increase in floor space than 
the eastern provinces. Amo.g the new construction, 49% 
tas less than 60 square meters of usuable floor space. These 
tsidences are known as small homes. In numbers of rooms, 
his means that most of the apartments built in 1957 con- 
sisted of two rooms and kitchen. In Vienna, small homes 
showed an even greater percentage: 63.4% of all apartments 
wilt in 1957 had only one or two rooms. 





AUSTRIA AN EXPORTER OF AGRICUL TURAL PRODUCTS 

While immediately after World War Il, Austria was able to 
cover only 50% of its foodstuff needs domestically, the per- 
centage now has risen to 86%. Several products have already 
passed the full quota needed domestically so that Austria— 
which in the past exported a number of important agricultural 
goods — again becomes an agricultural exporter to an in- 
creasing degree. 

In grain production, domestic needs in rye and average 
quality wheat were reached. Only high quality wheat had to 
be imported, although it is hoped that by transplanting more 
high quality wheat, Austria will soon be in a position to 
cover its needs fully. The necessity of importing feed grain 
is met in increasing measure by progress in cultivating hybrid 
corn (maize). Potato production shows large surplusses 
which are taken up, in part, by the starch and alcohol indus- 
tries. Most of the potato surplus is used for feed. Efforts to 
start exports of eating and seed potatoes rolling are under 
way, especially with relation to Italy. Of special interest is 
the cattle export which increased considerably during 1958. 
Fifty thousand meat cattle and 29,000 breeding cattle were 
shipped especially to Italy and West Germany. Also success- 
ful were the efforts to expand wine exports. Deliveries to the 
Federal Republic of Germany were increased from 30,000 
hectoliters to 45,000 hectoliters between 1957 and 1958. 
(One hectoliter equals 106 U.S. quarts. Ed.) In addition, an 
agreement was reached with the Soviet Union for shipment 
of 10,000 hectoliters. 

Important in wine exports is the production of a sparkling 
wine which is well liked in all purchaser countries. 

During recent years, a number of agricultural holdings 
have been combined and, in this process, about 8,900 hec- 
tares have changed owners. (One hectare equals 2.47 acres. 
Ed.) Only the creation of larger, efficient farms has made the 
large-scale use of machinery pay. Of great help, too, is con- 
tinuing rural electrification which should be finished in ano- 
ther four to five years. In the field of cattle raising, measures 
against diseases were very successful. Of the total cattle 
stock of 2.3 million head, nearly 1.5 million were innoculated 
against tuberculosis. Within four or five years, there should 
be no cattle left with any such disease. 

Because of considerable flood damage in the past, much 
time and effort was spent on Austria’s streams and brooks. 
Since 1945, approximately 800 kilometers of rivers, streams 
and brooks were regulated and 30,000 hectares of land were 
protected against high water. These projectscost 1,560,000,000 
schillings. (About 26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) Of 
great importance also is drainage of usable and tillable land. 
Austria still has about 350,000 hectaresof landto be drained 
and 180,000 hectares to be irrigated. 


CANADIAN AIR LINE TO VIENNA 

Trans-Canada Air Lines (TCA) will inaugurate its Mon- 
treal-Vienna flight in May, 1959. The scheduled flight will 
land in Brussels and Duesseldorf. TCA will use four-engine 
Super-Constellations with 71 seats (even in the economy 
class). 
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RECORDINGS STILL SHOW UPWARD TREND 

The sale of musical recordings continues to rise, even 
though the increase percentage is beginning to straighten out. 
While sales increases in 1956 amounted to 30% over the year 
before, they slowed down to 23% in 1957 and to 10% in 1958. 
Estimates for 1959 think in terms of a 6% increase. Thus 
Austria still shows a rising trend in record sales at a time 
when sales have been fairly stabilized in most West European 
countries. 


VIENNA'S RAPID TRANSIT EXPANDING 


As part of the current expansion program of the Vienna 
Rapid Transit System, the line from suburban Floridsdorf 


to the city will become operative later this year. By the 
end of 1960, the line will be opened all the way to Meid- 
ling. Further expansion which would incorporate the Aspang, 
system is in the planning stage. 

The work which started during the spring of last year 
so far has made rapid progress. This permits that the worker 
trains, which now go only as far as Floridsdorf, by next sum- 
mer will continue to the city and beyond. However, until the 
new line is electrified, trains will be steam-operated. 

Fully electric traffic on the entire line from Florisdorf 
to Meidling will start late in 1960. Elapsed time between 
the two terminals will be about 25 minutes. The city plan- 
ners also have certain bus lines under consideration to con- 
nect the Rapid Transit System with the suburbs. 

In planning the Vienna Rapid Transit, it has been one 
of the main considerations to keep the distances between 
the rapid transit, the railroad and municipal transit at the 
smallest possible intervals. For that reason the station in 
Floridsdorf was brought 1,320 feet closer to the Vienna city 
line. Among other advantages, this will make transfers from 
one means of communication to another easier. 

The central station of the new transit system will be 
located within the Prater Circle and thus permit passengers 
to escape from traffic jams without undue delays. 

NEW COINS FOR AUSTRIA. 

The Austrian Mint recently announced a complete new 
coinage program which will be finished by 1960. It includes 
the minting of new five and one-schilling coins as well as of 
new 50-groschen coins. The 10-groschen pieces made from a 
tin alloy which are still in circulation will be withdrawn and 
only the aluminum 10-groschen coins will be retained. The 
new five-schilling pieces will be made from the same material 
as the old ones but will be smaller. The one-schilling pieces, 
made from an aluminum-bronze alloy and having a yellowish 
color, will also be smaller than those now in use. Finally, 
the new 50-groschen pieces, likewise made from aluminum- 
bronze, will be of smaller size. 

To date, 16.5 miilion silver 25-schilling pieces have 
been coined. These were commemorative coins on the following 
occasions: reopening of the federal theaters in Vienna; the 
Mozart year; the 800th anniversary of Mariazell; and the Auer 
von Welsbach Jubilee. This year, three million 50-schilling 
pieces will be coined to commemorate Andreas Hofer, and also 
three million 25-schilling coins on the occasion of the Arch- 
duke Johann celebrations. The silver content of the Hofer 
coins will be 90%, that of the 25-schilling pieces 80%. Ten- 
schilling pieces have a 64% silver content. 


——————_ 





CULTURE AND SCIENCE 
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LINCOLN BUST PRESENTED TO 
EDUCATION MINISTER DRIMMEL 

During the recent ceremonies in Vienna’s Ameria 
House commemorating the 150th anniversary of the birth 
Abraham Lincoln, U.S. Minister David W. Wainhouse presente; 
a bust of the great emancipator to Austrian Education yj. 
nister Dr. Drimmel. The bust was a gift of the American Cop. 
mittee for the Lincoln Year. It was presented to Dr. Drimme)- 
as a recognition of the Austrian educator’s interest in the 
personality of the great American civil war president. The 
base of the bust has the following inscription: ‘‘For Dr. Heip 
rich Drimmel with sincere appreciation.’’ Dr. Drimmel dis. 
cussed Lincoln’s importance in a speech earlier before the 
America House audience. 
OLD AND NEW STARS IN ‘‘KISS ME, KATE"’ 

Cole Porter’s musical comedy ‘‘Kiss Me, Kate,’’ which 
was a sensational success in Vienna three years ago, has 
been returned to the Volksoper’s playbill. 

Hubert Dilworth who created the role of Paul in the 
earlier Vienna production has been furloughed by his Broad 





way producers to playthe part in Vienna again. He is assisted, 


by Fred Liewehr and Sonja Mottl-Preger. Other players who 
appeared in the original Vienna version and now play the 
same parts in the new version are Olive Moorfield (who mean- 
while became a full-fledged motion picture star), Felix 
Knuepfer, Karl Weber and Walter Hoefermayer. The role of 
the inspector once played by Richard Sallabas is now po- 
trayed by Ernst Pichler. Among the gangsters, Jim is played 
by Franz Boeheim and Herbert Prikopa alternately, and Jack 
by Rudolf Drexler. Erich Kienbacher has the role of Hor 
tensio which was played by Erich Kienbacher in the old 
version. ° 
NEW YORK BALLET TO SALZBURG 

The ballet program of this year’s Salzburg Festival will? 
be filled by the Jerome Robbins troupe of New York. The 
tentative schedule calls for four ballet performances in the 
Landestheater, but no titles have been announced as jyet® 
Jerome Robbins was a member of the New York City Balle 
when it gave guest performances in 1956 in Salzburg unde 
the direction of George Balanchine. 


PROMINENT CONDUCTORS AT THE STATE OPERA 
Besides Herbert von Karajan, a number of well-know 
conductors have been engaged for the current season of the 
Vienna State Opera. Lovro von Matacic will conduct new pre 
sentations of ‘‘Pagliacci’’ and ‘Cavalleria Rusticana” it 
March. In April and on certain evenings in May and June, 
Josef Keilberth will lead the State Opera orchestra. Among> 
the works he will direct is the premiere of ‘‘Arabella’’, some 
time in April. About the middle of April, Dr. Boehm wil 
arrive in Vienna and remain at the disposal of the Opera until 
the end of June. He will conduct, among other works, Wagner's 
‘‘The Flying Dutchman’’ which will be staged by Adolf Rot. 
Scenic designs will be by Robert Kautzky. The Italian cor 
ductor Francesco Molinari-Piadelli will conduct at the opef 
at various times between May 15 and June 15. , 
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“=! AUGARTEN PORCELAIN: CHINA WITH A TRADITION 
Vienna’s Augarten which in its present shape counts 
more thant wo hundred andfifty years of existence,is not among 
~— | the sights the average tourist sees when he browses around 
in Austria’s capital. The sightseeing buses don’t cross the 
neriea Danube bridges to Vienna’s ‘‘island’’ which harbors two 
rth of large districts and, of course, the subject of this story — the 
sented” Augarten. Once it was the emperors’ hunting grounds and 
n Mis pleasure palace, surrounded by woods and pastures, Today 
Com-| the environment has changed. The Augarten is forced to look 
imme| upon freight yards and storehouses and closely settled com- 
in the munities. Once Vienna's favorite (even known as ‘‘Favorita’’), 
. The| the Augarten now is the city’s stepchild. 
Heir- 
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1d Jack 
of Hor 
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rk, The 
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as yet® 
y Balle 
"g under 
1l- known 
n of the An Augarten artist mounts a porcelain figurine 
new pre Of course, no one can take away the Augarten’s past: 
ana” it} it was the Augarten where Mozart’s morning concerts and 
id June,) Beethoven’s piano concerts were first performed when the 
. AmOU composers were still alive. It was the Augarten where during 
"", Som! the Vienna Congress in 1814 the people massed for great 
hm s festivities, and it was the Augarten where the younger 
era Lor Johann Strauss fiddled his waltzes. 
ge And while the Augarten has lost its fame as the sight- 
re on seers’ paradise, it hasn’t been quite forgotten. Some foreign 
“pe tourists will ask ‘‘where is the Augarten?’’ and, given the 
) rections, they will go there. ‘‘Augarten’’ has become a 








Modern coffee service from the Augarten collection 


trademark, well-known the world round, a trade-mark for 
porcelain and chinaware of acknowledged beauty and quality. 
And to see Augarten porcelain made, many tourists from 
foreign lands go there, almost unaware of the past. 

The ‘‘factory’’ is a long stretch of building, part of the 
erstwhile Augarten Palace. It is exactly 250 years old. The 
part used for porcelain manufacture was converted into its 
present use 35 years ago. 

Every once in a while, one can see a bright yellow-red 
flame lick toward the sky from the long chimney. This indi- 
cates that the manufacturing process has reached it’s climax. 

The process still recalls the old days of the alchemists. 
Secret formulas of ancient vintage are still in use. Without 


giving away the secret, it may be said that quartz and feld- 
spat are pulverized and that kaolin is added and that the whole 


mess is made into a mash. And before the ‘‘white wonder’’ of 
porcelain emerges, the pasty mass passes powerful magnets 
to remove any little particle of metal which may have been 
left in it. Then it is filtered and kneaded till it has the right 
consistency. Only then is it right for the wheel. Once formed 
by master craftsmen into dishes which are so admired through- 
out the world, and after having passed several other stages 
of manufacture, the newly formed articles pass into the oven 
where they are baked under tremendous heat. 

Glazing is the next step and another baking process 
follows. A third sojourn in the oven becomes necessary if 
the chinaware is painted. 
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LEFT: Round objects are made in molds. Here a girl artist doe; 


the pouring. 


Of course, pitchers and deep dishes as well as objects 
d’art cannot be formed on the wheel. They are poured, ani 
that is another process. Some of the objects need as many ag 
50 different parts, for they must be made separately, since 
the whole thing can’t be poured. Take a porcelain horse: its 
legs, head, torso, tail, neck and mane must be constructed 
part by part, poured part by part and then reassembled. 

And the finished product is inspected and reinspected 
before it is turned loose as ‘‘Augarten Porcelain.’’ 


KARAJAN STAGES “‘TRISTAN’’ 

The Vienna State Opera will present an entirely ney 
staging of Wagner’s ‘‘Tristan and Isolde’’ during the forth 
coming Festival Weeks. Herbert von Karajan has been cho 
sen as the musical director,and the scenery will be designe 
by Emil Praetorius. The title roles will be sung by Wolfgan 
Windgassen and Birgit Nilson. 


AUSTRIAN POSTERS WIN AWARDS 

Marseilles recently played host to the First Interns 
tional Exhibition of Foreign Tourist Posters. Sixteen Ey 
ropean nations participated in the show. Austrian posters 
were awarded the first, second and fourth prizes. The awards 
were made on the basis of ballots cast by visitors to the 
exhibit. 
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